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{{{ECHO}}} Update
Environment, Community, Health Observatory Network
Strengthening intersectoral capacity to understand
and respond to health impacts of resource development

The 2018 ECHO Annual Meeting is taking place in the Battle River watershed
from July 29—Aug 1st!

Welcome to our ECHO summer update for 2018!
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Summer is in full swing in the northern hemisphere and appears to be zooming by
amidst a range of activities within the ECHO Network! We have launched our collaborative platform ECHO Source, three of our Post-doctoral Fellows have or are
transitioning into new roles, and our second Annual Meeting is upon us.



Vanessa Sloan Morgan—former ECHO Network PDF has moved on to a Banting
PDF Fellowship! Congratulations Vanessa, we look forward to continuing to connect
with you as you pursue your new research project focused on youth & community in
the context of resource extraction.



We are pleased to announce that Dawn Hoogeveen will be joining ECHO as a new
PDF starting in September 2018. Dawn will pick up important project threads from
Vanessa regarding the design, conduct, and analysis of knowledge synthesis approaches across the project and other areas of focus such as the evaluation strategy
for ECHO.



Our Team Learning & Impact has been progressing evaluation plans for ECHO.
Evaluation is a key aspect of the project but also of the Annual Meeting. Drafts of
the plan and evaluation forms will be presented at the ECHO Annual Meeting.



We would like to thank Dar Amsalu for his Resarch Assistantship with the Battle
River Watershed Alliance Regional Case—Dar has been a key member of the research trainee team working on knowledge synthesis activities which have led to a
recent publication on drinking water contamination (see also last page of this Update
or click here). Thank you for your contributions Dar and best of luck with your new
endeavours!



As we are moving into Year 2 of the ECHO Network, we are shifting gear from our
foundational governance work to a series of workshops, including learning & impact
exchange and knowledge to action workshops.



We look forward to convening our first External Advisory Group meeting this fall to
support and motivate the ECHO Network to explore new ideas or approaches to
meet shared goals!

ECHO Network Coffee Chats
ECHO Network Update - July 2018

In July we launched our first ECHO Network
Coffee Chats. Virtual coffee chats were discussed
at the launch meeting as something that would
allow fellow members who would not normally
get the chance to interact the ability to talk to
each other.
The first chat was a success and the second coffee
chat will happen sometime in August.

If you have any questions or comments about the
coffee chats please contact Alex MacDonald
(macdona9@unbc.ca) or Diana Kutzner
(diana.kutzner@unbc.ca).

ECHO preview: Upcoming meetings and events, involving or hosted by ECHO
team members
We welcome team suggestions for future upcoming events and meetings. Please email ECHO Research Manager, Diana Kutzner at
Diana.Kutzner@unbc.ca
July 29-Aug 1, 2018

The ECHO Network Annual Meeting will be hosted by the University of Alberta and the Battle River
Watershed Alliance in Camrose, Alberta. You should plan to arrive in Camrose on July 29th; the meeting is
scheduled to end in the afternoon of Aug 1st. ECHO related team meetings will take place in the following
days (Aug 2-3). Please email Diana Kutzner (diana.kutzner@unbc.ca) in case of questions.

August 15-18, 2018

Some ECHO Network team members are looking ahead to the 7 th biennial conference of the International
Association for Ecology and Health in Cali Columbia; see also http://ecohealth2018.co/.

October 1-3, 2018

Living Waters Rally 2018 hosted by the Canadian Freshwater Alliance in Moncton, New Brunswick. Freshwa
ter advocates from across the country come together to learn from each other, dialogue, and strategize to bet
ter defend freshwater. The Rally brings together people from diverse backgrounds, including the non-profit
sector, First Nations, local governments, academics, students, recreationalists, and concerned citizens.

Nov 13-16, 2018

International Indigenous Research Conference 2018 / Ngā Pae o Te Māramatanga, Auckland, New
Zealand http://www.indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz

Looking ahead
April 7-11, 2019

This event in Rotorua, Aotearoa New Zealand, may be an opportunity for exchanges with Oceania
ECHO groups: 23rd IUHPE World Conference on Health Promotion “ Waiora: Promoting Planetary
Health and Sustainable Development for All”. http://www.iuhpe2019.com/

Summer 2019 (dates tbc) The next ECHO Network Annual Meeting will be hosted by the Université de Moncton and NBEN in New
Brunswick. Dates will be identified and announced as soon as possible.
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New Brunswick Environmental Network Regional Case
ECHO Network Update - July 2018

An update from Research Assistant Wanzor Beaubrun
Wanzor works on the New Brunswick case study within ECHO under the supervision Céline Surette and Julie
Forgues of the Université de Moncton and in partnership with Pays de Cocagne Sustainable Development Group
NB and the Children's Environmental Health Collaborative.
This study aims to analyze the benefits and challenges of arts-based tools in the emergence of actions and possible
solutions to complex problems related to the impacts of natural resource development. It also plans to evaluate the
types of links that participants make between the health of their watershed, children's health, and human activities in
their territory; and describe how arts-based tools can bring out new perspectives for vulnerable populations with a
diversity of voices in actions and help find solutions to reduce inequities and foster knowledge integration.
To do this, two different projects using the Photovoice method are planned to assess if and how art-based tools help
strengthen the resilience of communities to the cumulative impacts of natural resources development. One will be
done with students from two elementary schools that will lead them to better understand the catchment concept and
see themselves in their environment; and the other will be done with members (adults) of the New Brunswick Children's Environmental Health Collaborative to design a workshop on cumulative impacts and children's health.

Battle River Watershed Alliance Regional Case
All of us here in the Battle River Watershed Regional
Case are excited to welcome many of you to Camrose,
Alberta for the 2018 ECHO Network Annual Meeting in
just a few days! We look forward to introducing you to a
few of the landscapes that make this prairie-fed watershed so special.
We face many challenges, but we also have a passionate
community of people committed to protecting this beautiful place we call home! Municipal partnerships have
been an important focus of our work over the past few
months. The BRWA hosted two Municipal Watershed
Forums aimed at connecting with municipal staff and
councillors on topics of watershed education, stewardThe BRWA's AGM in June in their new office space
ship, and management.
These forums also provided an opportunity for us to introduce our municipal partners to the ECHO Network and
some of the ways we’re seeking to integrate environment, community, and health in our watershed work. ECHO
Research Assistant Dar Amsalu has also been connecting with several municipal representatives through interviews
focused on looking into the environment, community, and health data needs of municipalities in the Battle River
watershed.
In June, we were able to introduce more watershed residents to the ECHO Network during the BRWA’s Annual
General Meeting, as well as at the biennial Summit of Alberta’s Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils. The
“echoes” of the Network continue to reach further into our watershed community! Next steps centre on progressing our work to develop a more integrated watershed health indicator framework
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ECHO Network Update– July 2018

Battle River Echoes:
Send us your photo with the BRWA emblem!
If you attended the ECHO Network Launch Event in May 2017, you likely received a Battle River Watershed Alliance (BRWA) pin that showcases the new emblem of our organization. You may also remember
that we wanted you to do something with that pin. Well, now is the time!
Before the 2018 ECHO Network Annual Meeting (July 29-August 1), we’d like you to take a photo with
the BRWA emblem pin in one of your favourite watershed spots. Then, email it to Sarah Skinner (Regional
Coordinator of the Alberta ECHO Regional Case; sarah@battleriverwatershed.ca) with a short description
of that place and what it means to you. You don't necessarily need to be in the photo, but the pin does.
And if you lost your pin or didn't receive one, fear not! You can still participate! Just print this page off, cut
out the emblem, and use it instead.
One of the greatest benefits the BRWA has already experienced through the ECHO Network is connecting with incredible people from across Canada and around the world who are caring for their watersheds in
unique and powerful ways. This inspires and informs our work here at home, and these emblem photos are
one way to visually show how “echoes” are reaching from far and wide across the Network to land here in
the Battle River watershed. We’re also grateful to be able to contribute our voice to the “echoes” of the
Network.

We hope you’ll participate! Send your photo to sarah@battleriverwatershed.ca.
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First Nations Health Authority Regional Case
ECHO Network Update–July 2018

The FNHA Regional Case team has been busy presenting around the province! Early May 2018 kicked off the presentations at the Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Managing Health of
Fish and Wildlife Conference in Kimberly, British Columbia. The presentation introduced the Local Environmental
Observer (LEO) Network to the group and how it could be used for the surveillance of ecological changes. The LEO
Network was well received and the Tahltan Central Government and Tahltan Guide Outfitter Association invited us
to present at the Northern Wildlife
Symposium in Dease Lake, British Columbia in early June 2018.
We recognized that this was a great opportunity to work with First Nation
communities in the NW BC so we
quickly got our ‘ducks in a row’ to make
the trek up to the opposite end of the
province for June 1 -2, 2018. Jordan
Just before Dease Lake - photo by Jordan Brubacher
Brubacher (Research Assistant) presented on the cumulative anthropogenic
disturbance maps he has been working on and Dionne Sanderson (Regional Coordinator) introduced the LEO Network. It was an excellent symposium. The disturbance map stimulated some great conversations among attendees
around resource development and the LEO Network was viewed as a valuable tool that could be put to use in the
northwest BC.

Northern British Columbia Regional Case
CIRC convened a community workshop on the traditional territory of Saik’uz First Nation in Vanderhoof, BC on
April 26, 2018 as part of an ongoing project focused on developing new tools and processes to assess and monitor the
positive and negative impacts of resource development across northern BC. This workshop created space for people
living and working in Vanderhoof and the surrounding area to share their perspectives and experiences related to past and ongoing resource development. More
information about the “New Tools” project, and the Vanderhoof workshop, can
be found on the CIRC website.
Chris Buse, CIRC Project Lead, was awarded a CIHR Fellowship supported by
the University of British Columbia’s Centre for Environmental Assessment Research and UNBC. This project will explore how to incorporate health imperatives and the determinants of health into provincial and federal environmental assessments. Marieka Sax, CIRC Operations Lead, was awarded a SSHRC Innovation Development Grant. This project will examine the gendered impacts of the
speculative phase of resource development in two case study sites: a proposed
tungsten and molybdenum mine in Stanley, NB and a proposed liquefied natural
gas (LNG) export terminal in Kitimat, BC.
Recent months have been busy for the Office of Health and Resource Development (OHRD) with a number of projects preparing for summer construction. Additionally, we have been supporting numerous provincial and federal regulation/policy reviews and initiatives such as BC EA Revitalization, the Rural Development Strategy, spill response updates, and regulations to support the proposed federal Impact Assessment Act. We are also pleased to have released a
guidance document to address the opioid crisis and provide guidance around harm reduction approaches in industrial
camps (available on the OHRD webpage). On June 4-5, Northern Health collaborated with the Prince George Air Improvement Roundtable (PGAIR) to host a second North Central BC Clean Air Forum in Prince George. We were excited learn from health experts from the BC Centre for Disease Control and Mariposa County, California and to see so
many engaged community members and technical experts attend this event.
5

ECHO Team Member Profiles
ECHO Network Update—July 2018

Postdoctoral Fellow: Anne Fauré
Anne joined the Echo Network’s team in the fall of 2017 to conduct a few entrance interviews for the New Brunswick Regional case. In March 2018, she
took up a postdoctoral position under the supervision of Céline Surette at the
Université de Moncton. There, Anne will examine how cumulative impacts on
health are addressed in the Restigouche Region of New Brunswick (Region 5
according to the New Brunswick Health Council), specifically within the Dalhousie, Belledune, and Ugpi'ganjig (Eel River Bar) First Nations. The study will
identify existing instruments and processes that take into account the cumulative effects on population health over time in space from the 1960s to the present. The objective is to provide a more precise reflection of the notion of cumulative impacts in order to see how populations living next to natural resource development projects are invited to participate or not in these instruments over time. We will also seek to understand these populations' understanding of the cumulative impacts and their representations of their health from the point of view of environmental, social and spatial justice. The data from the study will be used to help develop a workshop on cumulative impacts on environmental health that will be presented to New Brunswick Children’s Environmental
Health Collaborative in the fall of 2018.
Postdoctoral Fellow: Dawn Hoogeveen
Dawn Hoogeveen holds a PhD in Geography. Her doctoral work examined mining regulations and the environmental assessment of the New
Prosperity mine proposal in Tsilhqot’in Territory. She joins the ECHO
team after completing postdoctoral research at the Institute for Resources
Environment and Sustainability at UBC.
Dawn’s postdoctoral research so far has examined mineral rights and Indigenous-based conservation efforts. She also did work in collaboration with
the Firelight Group on advances in Indigenous-led Impact assessment —in
both regulation and practice. She is keen to join the Observatory and dig
into the impacts and benefits of resource extraction on health and contribute to ECHO's work on the intersection of environment, community and
health more broadly. In her leisure time Dawn enjoys hiking and cross-country skiing as well as playing the electric
bass for the Saltlicks.

Publications of Interest
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Brisbois B, Reschny J, Fyfe T, Harder H, Parkes MW, Allison S, Buse C, Fumerton R, Oke B. (forthcoming). Mapping research on
resource extraction and health: A scoping review. The Extractive Industries and Society.
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opportunities. International Journal of Public Health, DOI: 10.1007/s00038-018-1135-1



Buse CG, Smith M, Silva D. (2018). Attending to scalar ethical issues in emerging approaches to environmental health research and
practice. Monash Bioethics Review, DOI: 10.1007/s40592-018-0080-3
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#50-18. University of Alberta—Alberta Centre for Sustainable Rural Communities. https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/
augustana/research/acsrc/reports/acsrc/no-5018.pdf



Oestreicher JS, Buse C, Brisbois B, Patrick R, Jenkins A, Kingsley J, Tevora R, Fatorelli L. (2018). Where ecosystems, people and
health meet: Academic traditions and emerging fields for research and practice. Sustenabilidade em Debate, 9(1), 45-65. DOI: 10.18472/
SustDeb.v9n1.2018.28258

